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All	I	Really	Need	to	Know	
I	Learned	in	Kindergarten



Developmentally	
Appropriate	Practice

�Meet children where they are individually 
and as a group.

�Help each child reach challenging and 
achievable goals 



What	Have	We	Learned?

�Use the U-46 Full-Day Framework as an 
ongoing guide

�Train administrators with teachers
�Communicate with stakeholders
�Provide embedded coaching and support
�Offer time for teachers to collaborate



Collaborative	Time

�Ongoing PD – Monthly Kinder Kafes
�KIDS Implementation
�Hands-On Math Centers
� Inquiry based Science
�Literacy Resources
�Movement – Crossing the Midline
�Year end Reflection



What	Does	It	Look	Like?





How	Did	We	Do?
Panorama Family Survey results:

How well do you feel your child’s school is preparing 
him/her for his/her next academic year?

84 %
84% of respondents answered 'Quite well' or 'Extremely 

well'



How	Did	We	Do?
Panorama Teacher Survey results:

On most days, how enthusiastic are the students about 
being at school?

100 %
100% of respondents answered 'Quite enthusiastic' or 

'Extremely enthusiastic'



How	Did	We	Do?
� School Climate

School Climate





Fade	Out	Effect	is	Not	Inevitable

�Align assessments across grade levels and 
use to inform instruction

�Sustain growth through differentiation, 
without repeating content students have 
mastered

�Vertical articulation to identify what 
children learned in the previous grade



Next	Steps

� Leverage gains students have made
� Provide Professional Development for 1st grade 

� DAP and Playful Learning in 1st grade
� Social Emotional Development
� KIDS assessment  to inform instruction
� Preparing for students’ higher entrance levels in 

math, reading and writing
� Schedule  time for vertical articulation
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Designing an Experiential Learning 
Kindergarten in Dual Language & 

Monolingual Classrooms
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2017

https://goo.gl/YKGPfo
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North Shore School District 112

Educate 4,300 children from Highland Park, 
Highwood and Fort Sheridan within 12 
schools
●Early Childhood through 8th grades
●Dual Language Program with 1,000 

students in EC - 8th grades
●20% English Language Learners
●25% Low Income
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(Miller & Amon, 2009)

Where We Were in 2015-16
●Half-day monolingual programming
●Half-day dual language programming
●Full-day dual language programming 

at Title 1 school
●Academic-based kindergarten
●Unable to implement certain domains 

of KIDS assessment 
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Brand 
& 

Branch

Purposefu
l

Design

Shared 
Goals

Meet Teachers
Where They Are

Time to 
Explore

Path to Implementation
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Purposeful
Design

Kindergarten Framework
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Shared 
Goals

Teachers as partners
Create achievable goals 
Small & whole group trainings and 
conversations
Build upon teacher’s strengths
Consistent communication
Maintain calm environment
Celebrations
Parent Advisory Council
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Shared 
Goals

Implementation Goals
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Meet Teachers
Where They Are

Teachers on a learning continuum
Determine individual first steps
Partnered with consultants 
Implemented Kindergarten Coach
Individual coaching 
Support varied per teacher
Deep listening
Jot worries & questions on paper
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Tools to 
Explore

Experiential Learning Kit for Families https://goo.gl/MGlJ4m
Family Engagement with Title 1 Funds
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(Miller & Amon, 2009)

K-9 Certification

Parent expectations
Separating play and learning

Fast timeline

KIDS 40-day reporting window

Dual Language 

Challenges
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Teachers owned the process & work

Strengthened teacher collaboration

Coaching supported reflective practices

Authentic formative assessments

Engaged students

Parent communication strengthened

Teachers understood the why

Kids and teachers liked coming to school

Successes

(Miller & Amon, 2009)
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NSSD112 Documents & Tools

Kindergarten Framework https://goo.gl/RUR1W7
Dual Language Framework https://goo.gl/pNSNuI

Family Experiential Learning Kit https://goo.gl/MGlJ4m

DL Unit Planning Template
Individual Planning Template
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Stephanie Cardella
Director of School Improvement & 

Innovation

@Cardella112
stephcardella@gmail.com
scardella@nssd112.org

847.366.0625


